The result of an immoral life handed down from generation to generation tells with fearful effect upon the children of such parents, and the medical treatment in former times to combat the resultant disease, if not at the present day, has had its influence upon the formation of the teeth.
The diet of children during their early years, and until the teeth are fully formed, has been considered of great importance, although in some cases where this matter has been most strictly adhered to, the result has not always, I fear, proved satisfactory. It appears to me, that much car^ not be accomplished in this important subject until we are in possession of statistics for our guidance, for without such assistance we are but groping in the dark.
Would it not be possible to ascertain certain facts from our patients which might be tabulated,from which data might be obtained that might guide us,as well as our medical friends, in advising such measures as might, to a certain extent, combat the result of agencies that are at work in producing1 thq^e deteriorated teeth?
Collective investigation in the hands of the British Medical Association has already largely assisted in unravelling the history of several obscure diseases, and if persevered in, will aid in furthering the rational treatment of disease as opposed to the empirical drugging of the past.
Collective investigation would eminently assist us in ascertaining the causes of this general deterioration in the structure of the dental tissues. We might enquire regarding, and record? We thus arrive at the subject of prophylactic or preventive dentistry, or, as it may be termed, dental hygiene, that highest scientific branch of our profession in the future,
